
 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Waipu Caledonian Society AGM 

Held in the Celtic Barn Foyer on 
Sunday, 23 August 2026, 1.30pm 

 
 
Present: 
 
1. Welcome 
John Lang Welcomed everyone to the 2026 Waipu Caledonian Society Meeting. 
 
2. Apologies: 
Lorna Murray, Lynette Taylor, Brian McLean, Annie Everson-Dawn, Ted Hart, Paul Wickham, Gordon Walker, Don 
Ewen, Mark Forshaw, Gordon McKay, Sherri McKay, Gavin Jacobson.  
  
            Move: G. Brown 
            Second: H. Jacobson 
 
3. Obituaries: John Lang asked everyone to stand for a moments silence to mark our respect to those that have 

passed since our last AGM.  
Hector Ewen 
 
4. Minutes from previous meeting held on 13 June 2025:  
Sent out to all members prior to the meeting.  
Taken as a true and correct record.       Moved: K.Sandford 

 Second: K.Couper 
5. Matters Arising: 
The name Ritchie was left out of apologies only read as Guy Kelly to add Ritchie 
 
6. Correspondence: 
None 
 
7. Chief’s Report:  Ted Hart (see attached) – Read by Kelly Sandford in Ted absence.    

           Moved: K.Sandford 
`   Seconded: B.McGregor 

   
8. Financial Report – Steven McLean (See attached)     
Steven presented his report.   
Annual Report was sent to all members 
 
Reviewer was Lexi McAulay  
No Questions were asked.        Moved: S.McLean 

  Second: A.Ellis 

 



9. Caledonian Trust Report – Annie Everson-Dawn (see attached) Read by Amanda Ellis in Annie’s Absence 
           Moved: A. Ellis 

Second: G. Brown 

10. Chairman’s Report – John Lang (see attached)     Moved: J. Lang 
  Second: K. Couper 

11. Election of Committee and Officers: 
Nomination forms were sent to all members, nominations were received and accepted by the Secretary before 
the required due date.  
 
Due to the few nominations voting did not take place and all nominations were accepted. The committee and 
officers are as follows. 
 
Patron Brian McLean    Move: B. McGregor  
       Second: J. Lang 
 
Chief Peter Ferguson    Move: T. Hart 
       Second: J. Lang 
 
Treasurer Steven McLean    Move: L. Murray 
       Second: A. Ellis  
 
Secretary/Membership Kelly Sandford    Move: L. Murray 
       Second: S. McLean 
 
Committee Members 
Lorna Murray  Nominated by S. McLean, Seconded: A. Ellis   
John Lang  Nominated by K. Sandford, Seconded: L. Murray  
Gordon McKay  Nominated by K. Sandford, Seconded: J. Lang  
Bain McGregor  Nominated by S. McLean, Seconded: T. Hart  
Iain Mackay  Nominated by L. Murray, Seconded: K. Sandford 
Laszlo Kotan  Nominated by T. Hart, Seconded: A. Ellis 
Amanda Ellis  Nominated by L. Kotan, Seconded: T.Hart 
        
    All Attending Members Agreed with the Nomination 
 
A Chairman will be elected at the next committee meeting 

 

General Business 

a. Entry Price  
 
The WCS committee proposed that the gate entry and Helen McGregor remain the same and the ceilidh increased 
from $25 to $30.   
 
Ken Couper spoke about the Ceilidh price.  He felt that it was too cheap and wanted clarification on why it was just a 
$5 increase.  He felt it could go up $10 as it is a popular event with attendance nearing it’s capacity it was an 
indication it was a great event, This was discussed at length the committee in attendance agreed  that the Ceilidh 
didn’t generate a lot of profit after the expenses – Catering, entertainment and outside help.  
 
This was taken to a members vote. In favour of increasing the Ceilidh from $25 to $35. 
 

MOTION:  that the prices are as followed,  

Highland Games Entry $20 – Stays the same, 

The Helen McGregor Memorial $10 – Stays the same, 

Evening Ceilidh – Currently at $25 – Increase to $35. 



Moved: K. Couper 

Seconded: H. Jacobson 

Motion was carried 

 
b. Membership Currently at $10 – The committee proposes this remail the same  

 
 
MOTION: The membership fees or $10 remains the same. 

Moved: I. Mackay 
Seconded: B. McGregor 
Motion was Carried 
 

  
c. Life Member – No new Life at this AGM 

 

d. The Assynt Quaich:  

MOTION: The 31st December 2026 (154th) Assynt Quaich recipient be awarded to Brian McLean 

 Moved: The Waipu Caledonian Committee 

 Seconded G. Brown 

 Motion was Carried 

 

e. Next Highland Games Date.   

MOTION:  

The date of the 155th Highland Games are to be held on the 31st of December 2027 

 

Move: K. Sandford 

Second: H. Jacobson 

Motion was Carried. 

 

f. Trust. 

 

A trustee was required to resign from the Waipu Caledonian Trust, Don Ewen stepped down.  The Waipu 

Caledonian committee agreed that Don Ewen be re-appointed as Trustee.   

 

MOTION:  

Don Ewen be reappointed as a Trustee. 

 

Move: T. Hart 

Seconded: G. Walker  

Motion was Carried. 

 

General Business 

 

Ken Couper stood up and reported as the Mayor and a Waipu local.  Ken acknowledged the hard work of the 

committee.  

 

Ken also acknowledged the difficulties around making money.  Ken spoke about his experience when he and 

his family travelled overseas and visited other highland games.  

 

He noted that the Highland Games overseas whilst traditional were very much like a carnival. He 

acknowledged and respected Waipu for trying to keep the Waipu Highland games traditional but did 

continue by saying that there may become a time that to keep the day going we may have to go beyond 

tradition.   



 

He discussed the limitations that the council have for funding, that they are having a good look at funding 

allocations.  

 

 

Kelly thanked Ken and acknowledged that what he said about going beyond tradition was timely as our new 

event Co-Ordinator is thinking the same.  Kelly gave the members a brief rundown of some proposed 

changes heading into the next games.  

 

Heather Jacobson wanted to acknowledge that passing of Roland Thornhill, Roland was a Nova Scotian MP 

who did a lot with the twinning of Waipu and St Ann’s on Cape Breton Island.   

 

 

Meeting Closed  

2.20pm 
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